VERSUS ART PROJECT

SIBEL HORADA
Interruption and Flow

04.11 - 31.12.2021

Sibel Horada's solo exhibition "Interruption and Flow" meets the audience at Versus Art
Project between November 4 and December 31, 2021. While the artist's ongoing practice of
establishing relationships between urban, archeological and ecological cultures is also evident in
this exhibition, her current works add a different dimension to her questioning on memory.
Taksim, construction, national identity, memory, waterways, squares and demolition are

the main reference points of the exhibition.

Is it possible to keep the memory of the place? What about the memory of a city? In Horada's
productions, these questions find their answers beyond memory retention, as reproduction and

transformation.

The works in the exhibition are fed by the short film, The Division [Tagsim] of Water,
completed by the artist in 2020. The work emerges as the artist reflects on Taksim Square,
which she experienced during her time at SAHA Studio between August 2019 and February
2020, and re-imagines that the historical Taksim Maksem, after which the square is named,
metaphorically maintains its function of dividing water between neighborhoods. Starting from the
difficulty of carrying the past of Taksim Square and imagining its future, the study explores ways
of being in touch with the space and thinking together. The work, which enters into a new

dialogue with space and time in Versus Art Project, spreads physically to the gallery.



The installation titled Making Space in Still Water (Opening Space (Field) in Still Water)
(2021), which is about water, one of the most important witnesses of the city, focuses on the
blockages and the possibilities of fluidization in Taksim Square. The map, which traces back the
historical waterway stretching from Belgrad Forest to Taksim and continues along the corridor of
the gallery, ends with the installation named Valide (2021), which includes images taken in the

Valide Sultan Dam.

In the small room in the middle of the gallery, a beach welcomes the viewer, consisting of pieces
of styrofoam collected from the seaside in the unmanned bays of Burgazada, where the artist
lives. This work, Shaped by Water (2021), based on living with contamination, aesthetics and

practices of belonging, invites the viewer to reflect on the concepts of nature and naturalness.

The newspaper, one of the biggest withesses of the passing of time, is another material in the
exhibition. In the series “Ebruli Anit” (2019- ), the artist's marbling works on daily newspapers

allow us to look at time from an unusual perspective.

“What does it mean to think about ‘all this' in the era of ecological crisis and epidemic? What can
we do but get used to contemporary landscapes of natural and urban destruction? How do we
come to a spacious present from a contaminated past and future imagination? Can we find the
beautiful, the light to sustain our bond, even in what seems disgusting, miserable, or repulsive to
us? While asking these questions, Sibel Horada embodies the feelings of loneliness,
helplessness, numbness and uneasiness fed by the events that shake our visual, emotional and
intellectual experiences with the focus of improvement in her work and collective resistance, for

life, for now, for the future. encourages it to flow like a stream between works.” *

' L. Ipek Ulusoy, “Waterway: On Sibel Horada's New Works”, Sibel Horada ‘Interruption and Flow’
Exhibition Text, 2021



Press Preview:
If you would like to visit the exhibition with the artist, on Wednesday, November 3, at 11:00,

you can reply to this email and let us know your participation status.

Parallel Event (Ankara):

Simultaneously with the exhibition, the artist's short film The Division [Tagsim] of Water, which
she completed in 2020, is being screened for the first time in Ankara as part of the "Sorcerer
and Garden" exhibition curated by Can Akgiimiis. After the premiere event on October 23, the
film can be watched at Erimtan Archeology and Art Museum on Fridays and Saturdays until

December 31.

For detailed information, please contact:
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+90 (554) 458 33 13
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